Utilidors Audio Broadcasting Presents a Night with Jim Hill on April 7, 2008
Hi everyone! Here is the transcript from our chat with Jim Hill. If you did not make the chat or if you want to relive the event, here you go: 

eatmon74 -> Hello Jim 
eatmon74 -> How are you 
jhill -> Okay, I guess. And you? 
eatmon74 -> I'm doing OK for a Monday 
eatmon74 -> My name is Jason 
jhill -> Hey, Jason. 
eatmon74 -> I will be the one asking you the questions the members have for you 
jhill -> Okay. I'll follow your lead then 
WDWFan -> Good evening everyone! 
eatmon74 -> Ellory should be here soon 
jhill -> Hey there 
wokcreative -> evenin' 
wokcreative -> don't know how long I can stay, but I'll try 
WDWFan -> I )as I assume all the other attendees are) thrilled to have you here jhill 
wokcreative -> yes 
wokcreative -> we are 
eatmon74 -> So everyone that is joining if you can send me your questions we can get started. 
WDWFan -> Eat, I sent you a few the other day... 
wokcreative -> daguru, you've made some good requests today 
eatmon74 -> just double click my name to send it to me 
jhill -> Well, that's nice to hear. Of course, you may change your mind after you start reading my answers to your questions 
daguru -> wokcreative, thanks! 
eatmon74 -> there he is 
Ellory -> Evening Kids, sorry to be a bit late 
Mike A -> HI Ellory 
Ellory -> JIM!! Welcome, and thank you for coming 
jhill -> Eh. It beats having to watch "Dancing with the Stars" with Nancy 
Ellory -> so..did I interrupt anything? 
Ellory -> Heh 
Mike A -> lol 
eatmon74 -> Jim, MikeA asks how did your disney journey begin? 
WDWFan -> AS long as you give us your best information, no grudges based on how I like the answers... 
jhill -> In an a$$ backward sort of way. Like most of us, I got hooked early. I saw "Sword in the Stone" when it was first released to theaters back in -- what? -- 1963 
wokcreative -> good movie 
jhill -> I was four or five then. And -- of course -- the Sunday night ritual at the house watching "The Wonderful World of Color" 
jhill -> And the episodes that made the biggest impression were the ones that took you behind-the-scenes at the park as well as the ones featuring animation 
wokcreative -> seems that show hooked a lot of people 
eatmon74 -> That sounds like a familliar story 
jhill -> I started gathering info and stories about the Walt Disney Company back then and basically never stopped 
jhill -> Anyway ... That's the Reader's Digest version ... When I was in the service in the earlt 1980s is when I really began to acquire my contacts with the company 
eatmon74 -> Ellory asked How old were you when he first visted a Dinsey Park? 
jhill -> I was 10 or 11. My family drove cross country during the summer of 1970 and we hit Disneyland in July. 
Ellory -> do you consider thtat your best park experience? 
jhill -> Interesting thing about that trip. This was the summer that the Yippies shut down the park and -- as I was reading newspaper accounts of this event -- I kept thinking "They'd better not do that while we're out in Anaheim" 
Ellory -> LOl 
jhill -> Best park experience? Let me think 
jhill -> It was pretty cool to be able to walk the rooftops of Disneyland's Main Street USA while covering that park's 30th anniversary celebration 
Ellory -> wow! 
wokcreative -> that would be a good perspective 
Mike A -> Sweet! 
jhill -> Likewise standing backstage and watching the Main Street Electrical Parade getting powered up for a 3 a.m. run through the park 
wokcreative -> where or when did you first start writing about all things Disney 
jhill -> Or standing in the empty field where Animal Kingdom was going to build, holding my daughter in my arms right next to the survey stake that read "Tree of Life" 
daguru -> evening foxer76 and mrsguru... 
foxer76 -> Good evening everyone! Welcome to UAB Jim!! 
mrsguru -> HI! 
jhill -> Which technically makes us the first family of DAK 
Mike A -> lol congratz!! 
eatmon74 -> WDWfan asked: What have you heard about the plans for Imagination? 
wokcreative -> that makes it even more fun, being a family event 
jhill -> Hoo boy. How much time have you got? 
eatmon74 -> Readers Digest version is fine 
jhill -> Regarding Imagination ... When WDI was in there a month or so back, they were literally surveying the damage. Trying to figure out how to undo what was done back in 1999 
jhill -> So they were tearing up floors to check if the track that was under there was still viable, getting a sense if they could bring back the turntables 
jhill -> No official decisions have been made yet. But the long range plan is to unify the three elements of that Future World pavilion: the ride portion, the Imageworks as well as the 3D movie. So they all work together to tell one ochorent story 
Mike A -> good idea [image: image1.png]



jhill -> coherent. Not ochorent. Sorry. I'm typing too fast 
eatmon74 -> That is a good idea 
WDWFan -> That actually makes sense... 
jhill -> Anyway ... The concept that's being kicked around involves bringing the Dreamfinder back. Only this time around, the Dreamfinder would be voiced by and played by a celebrity 
WDWFan -> thank you 
jhill -> To give the pavilion some real con nective tissue, Dreamfinder and Figment -- in addition to appearing together in the attraction -- would also star in the 3D movie 
biroberts -> Very cool! 
wokcreative -> even better idea 
Mike A -> is the star anyone we know 
structures used in the imagination pavillion used again, for something other than offices 
wokcreative -> I know people miss those characters 
jhill -> The only problem is -- due to the large number of international visitors that WDW gets -- the 3D movie (like "Mickey's Philharmagic") would deliberately have to be light on dialogue 
jhill -> And -- to be honest -- it's kind of hard to get across Imagination's key concepts without dialogue 
eatmon74 -> foxer76 wonders : I would love to see the Glass structures used in the imagination pavillion used again, for something other than offices. Do you see them being used? 
jhill -> Then when you factor in that one of the celebrities on the possible Dreamfinder castinglist is Jack Black ... And you get some idea what the next incarnation of JIYI may look like 
WDWFan -> That would be a good choice.... 
jhill -> Not really, no. So much of the space in that pavilion isn't ADA friendly. Which is why Disney's hesitant to re-open it to the public again 
jhill -> Anyway ... As bad as the various versions of "Imagination" have been so far ... Trust me. That Future World pavilion could have been a whole lot worse 
eatmon74 -> I'll bite how so? 
jhill -> One proposed redo had you being inserted in Michael Jordan's imagination. Moving around through his head, watching how that athlete used his imagination 
Ellory -> omg 
wokcreative -> sounds like body wars 
jhill -> And this wasn't the movie portion of the pavilion. We're talking about the ride-thru area 
Ellory -> Nike Wars 
Ellory -> close call on that one 
jhill -> Among the other celebrities who were then on the approved WDI short list for "Imagination" were Tim Allen and Wallace & Gromit 
jhill -> Tim Allen was also considered as the celebrity host for "GM Test Track." Though -- as I understand it -- that deal fell apart over financial issues 
daguru -> How would W&G work, being from a rival studio? 
wokcreative -> tim would have been great for test track 
jhill -> You have to remember that this was the late 1990s that we were talking about here. Before Aardman had signed their co-production deal with DreamWorks. At that point, Aardman's theme park rights were still up for grabs 
jhill -> Beside, Aardman and Disney work together now. Have you ever seen those "Shawn the Sheep" interstitials on Playhouse Disney? They're very funny 
eatmon74 -> MikeA asks: What disney current Exec do you think will have the most posetive effect on the parks future 
jhill -> That would probably be Peter McGrath. Who was just brought over from Disneyland Paris to become the new Head of Creative at WDI. Though his real job will be getting all the factions at 1401 Flower Street to stop fighting and start working together 
jahosifatz -> What's up all! 
Mike A -> whats the fight at imagineering about? 
jhill -> The same thing it's always been about. People wanting to be top dog. To have control over what gets built where. To see their projects go forward, rather than those of their competitors 
theEpiphany -> some things never change huh Jim [image: image2.png]



Mike A -> it's a shame 
biroberts -> Maybe they should all be out on It's A Small World and not let off until they can get along! lol! 
jhill -> To be honest, no, they haven't. In spite of Bob Iger & John Lasseter's best efforts, WDI remains something of a snake pit. 
eatmon74 -> WDWfan asks: "What 1 rumor do you get questioned about the most that you wish would finally die out?" 
theEpiphany -> yeah seems like the same good people are still holding onto that vine dangling over that "snake pit". Unfortunately the same thing happened at Animation last year....and it looks like it still is happening... 
jhill -> That's why they brought McGrath back from Paris to act as referee. He's been overseas for 10 years. And it's hoped that -- given that he's something of an outsider when it comes to the day-to-day nonsense at WDI -- that he can approach this situatio n with 
jhill -> a clear eye and a cool head and sort this continually frustrating situation out 
jhill -> Yeah, Disney Animation is in kind of a tough spot too. Those guys aren't dealing all that well with the Pixar guys calling the shots 
jhill -> In house, the Pixar guys are referred either as the Cal Arts Mafia or as the Borg. As in "You will be assimalated. Do it our way or find yourself another job elsewhere" 
Ellory -> wow, that bad, huh? 
jhill -> There's still a lot of bad feeling there in regards to Chris Sanders being bounced off of "American Dog." Plus there are those who feel that "Meet the Robinsons" was actually made to be a much weaker film following the Sacred Seven's story notes 
jhill -> Mind you, I still think that Lasseter and Catmull are the right guys to turn around Animation at Disney. But it's going to be a slow process. They've still got to burn off all of the bad / flawe projects that were already in the works before they arrived a 
jhill -> t Disney 
jhill -> So we're still probably three or four years out from a really good film coming from Disney Animation 
eatmon74 -> WDWfan asks: "What 1 rumor do you get questioned about the most that you wish would finally die out?" 
jhill -> Don't get me wrong. I love John Musker & Ron Clements and the films that they've done in the past and have high hopes from "The Princess and the Frog." But there's so much riding on that movie (i.e. The revival of handdrawn animation at Disney Studios) tha 
jhill -> t all that pressure may result in a project that means well but goes off track. Plays too safe 
jhill -> "No. 1 Rumor," eh? Let me think. 
eatmon74 -> Jim what flawed projects at animation? 
eatmon74 -> I know this is reverting to the pervious ? 
jhill -> Probably the Villains park. Which people keep insisting will be the 5th gate at WDW. That park is just a fanboy's dream. That ain't never going to be built 
eatmon74 -> sorry 
jhill -> "Rapunzel," for starters. They're on -- what? -- their fourth or fifth try at trying to come up with a story for this film. They've never really been able to figure out how to stretch that whisp of a story thread out into a full-blown feature. The story a 
jhill -> lways falls apart in Act 2 
eatmon74 -> I can see that happening 
DaveyPoo -> Hey everyone, just so you know, we're open for Free Requests! Just let me know what you want to hear 
eatmon74 -> Ok We are all HUGE Adventure Club Fans what is going to happen? 
jhill -> And "Bolt" ... But, I wish I had better news about that movie. But the main storyline of that movie (i.e. Dog TV star thinks he really is heroic) is just a recycled version of the B story for "101 Dalmatians 2: Patch's London Adventure" ... 
jhill -> Adventurers Club is safe for now, mostly because of all those coporate functions that they book at that PI facility (remember how there are nights when you can't into AC 'til 8 or 9 p.m. ? That because some coporation has booked the entire club for a priva 
jhill -> te function / cocktail party). But once Night Kingdom gets officially announced ... Watch out 
daguru -> [image: image3.png]



Mike A -> you sound pretty sure about night kingdom??? 
jhill -> DNK is going to be very streetmosphere heavy. Instead of 6 performers, picture 60 
theEpiphany -> ahhh Magicians applenty and then some [image: image4.png]



jhill -> Well, that's because I've seen the business plan for this theme park. The road map for its first three year of operation 
WDWFan -> ahh... to have more disposable income for DNK...[image: image5.png]


 
theEpiphany -> REQUEST: David....if it hasn't played in a bit...could I get some If you had wings please. 
eatmon74 -> When will they build this? 
eatmon74 -> with the Cal Adv redo and Hong Kong Disneyalnd getting all the funds 
eatmon74 -> It seems like that this is a good 10 years off. 
Mike A -> Night Kingdom might be a good place to mix in the Villians Park cast [image: image6.png]



jhill -> Nope. Try 3. This park is supposed to be open in time for WDW's 30th anniversary celebration. It's the key to future growth at that resort 
jahosifatz -> I've heard that too 
jhill -> They're already recruiting DAK curators to go work at the new park 
eatmon74 -> Foxer76 asks: Whats up next for the Universe of Energy? I am sure WDI has been thinking about that for quite some time. 
theEpiphany -> WDWs 30th??? 
jhill -> Mind you, like all modern Disney stateside theme parks, DNK will start small and add new shows & attractions in response to guest demand. But it is going to be built and soon 
daguru -> guess we need to start looking for a new home for SGT... [image: image7.png]



Mike A -> lol 
jhill -> "Energy" ? To be honest, there's nothing in the works that I know of. Other than perhaps getting Ellen to come back and help update the film portion of that Future World pavilion 
DaveyPoo -> tE, you're up next 
jhill -> After all, the woman hosts the most popular new daytime talk show to hit TV in years. Which is why Disney has no intention in replacing Ms. DeGeneres as this pavilion's host anytime soom 
foxer76 -> Glad to hear that! 
Ellory -> What about the Wonders of Life Pavillion? 
jhill -> These days, Disney doesn't mess with things that still work. There are so many other rides, shows and attractions out there that desperately need fixing, it just doesn't make sense to spend time & money on things that the guests still get on line for 
jhill -> "Wonders of Life" ? If Disney is actually able to acquire the Weather Channel ... Well, there's some talk of using that acquisition as a possible jumping-off point for the redo of that Future World pavilion 
WDWFan -> that sounds intriguing... 
foxer76 -> Disney probably likes that space as sort of a "hosting pavillion" 
jahosifatz -> I heard CBS may purchase Weather Channel, but still that pavillion's in good shape for anything. 
eatmon74 -> Do you see Carnium Command Being saved? 
jhill -> For now, yes. But to only use that massive Future World building on a seasonal basis for things like "Flower & Garden" frustrates the folks in Ops 
theEpiphany -> wb foxer 
foxer76 -> Oops 
jhill -> Cranium Command? As much as I liked that show, it's awfully dated now. It's sort of a time capsule for the late 1980s. 
daguru -> but it could be easily updated.... 
jahosifatz -> That's what's great about Epcot Ctr.(I've got to get out of the past) ; ) 
jhill -> It doesn't have that same sort of timeless quality that "Tiki" or "Small World" does 
daguru -> yes, Mr. Horizons.... 
jahosifatz -> hehe 
eatmon74 -> "How does it feel to be considered on of the resident experts on a topic like Disney that has such a huge following?" 
eatmon74 -> wb biroberts 
biroberts -> thx. my computer timed out! 
jhill -> Well, given that I live out in the woods of New Hampshire rather than out in LA or down in Orlando ... It's fairly easy to keep things in perspective 
eatmon74 -> daguru asks: Does Disney monitor opinions and internet posting? 
jhill -> I mean, it's nice to have a job like this. But -- at the same time -- it's a lot of hard work. While at the same time ... Well, it's kind of ridiculous to realize that you make your living off of writing about cartoons and theme park attractions 
biroberts -> lol 
Mike A -> good work if you can get it !! 
jhill -> Disney monitoring stuff on the Web? Yep. These days, they're definitely keeping closer tabs on what's being said on the Net. Take -- for example -- Marty Sklar's "Small World" letter last week ... 
Mike A -> so is Disney a fulltime gig for you then? 
jhill -> That was only put out there because Disney was trying to snuff out that controversy on the Web 
Ellory -> really? That was quite a letter 
jhill -> Full-time and then some. Nancy and I are sometimes up at midnight getting stories posted on the site. And when your days start at 7 a.m. ... Well, that's a long darned work day 
jhill -> Marty did what he could to deflect that controversy. Which -- to be honest -- was a lot of noise about nothing 
jhill -> I mean, come on. "Small World," the attraction, only exists because Walt Disney got angry at Joe Fowler 
Mike A -> really? 
wokcreative -> never heard that part of the story 
daguru -> evening JTToad and Sakina 
Sakina -> Hello everyone 
wokcreative -> brb 
JTToad -> howdy all & Mr. Hill 
eatmon74 -> [foxer76] Any coaster oriented parks in the plans? 
jahosifatz -> Hey JTT 
jhill -> To explain: Back in 1962, UNICEF reps came to Walt Disney Studios, hoping to convince the company to help them design an attraction of some kind for the 1964 New York Worlds Fair 
jhill -> So they meet with Joe Fowler. Who was the defacto head of WED at that time. And Joe listens to the folks from UNICEF and says "Thanks for thinking of us, but no." 
jhill -> You see, when it came to the 64 Fair, Disney's plate was already very full. They'd already committed to building Carousel pf Progress fir GE, Magic Skyway for Ford as well as "Great Moments with Mr. Limcoln" for the State of Illinois. So -- what WED's cap 
jhill -> with those three projects -- WED's capabilities were already stretched to the limit 
jhill -> So Joe politely refuses and sends the UNICEF reps on their way. But then word of this meeting gets back to Walt ... And he gets really PO'd 
biroberts -> From what I've read you really didn't want to make Walt angry!! 
jhill -> So Walt reads Joe the riot act. "I'm the one who calls the shots at this company. I'm the one who decides if WED is too busy to do another pavilion for the Fair. So you get on the horn to those people at UNICEF and tell them that we'll build their GD ride! 
foxer76 -> And a fine job Disney did! 
jhill -> So -- long story short -- "The Happiest Cruise That Ever Set Sail" only exists because Joe Fowler accidentally made Walt Disney really, really angry 
Ellory -> excellent story 
eatmon74 -> JTToad asks: what all have you heard, or do you know, about what might be coming down the pike in regards to the Muppets? 
jhill -> Disney's taking a very interesting approach to reviving the Muppets. Given that these characters slowly slide out of the spotlight over the past 15 years ... Well, that's how Disney's gonna bring them back. Slow and steady. with the characters making appea 
jhill -> rances in films like "Mr. Magorium's Wonder Emporium" or guest hosting on "Deal or No Deal." Plus their great new Disney HD website. Right now, it's all about getting the cool kids to like these characters again 
JTToad -> well this cool kid never stopped liking them! THANKS for the info! 
eatmon74 -> me too 
daguru -> So more of the Muppets in the parks is something off in the distance.... 
JTToad -> granted, as cool as one can be with the handle of "JTToad"...lol 
eatmon74 -> When you vist the parks do you find yourself enjoying or reviewing? 
jhill -> Yeah. Right now, the folks at Muppet Studios are trying to persuade the Imagineers that they need to keep the DCA version of "Muppetvision 3D" open. But given how dated that film is, that may be a losing battle 
foxer76 -> Will we ever get those great animatronic Prof. Honeydew and Beeker contraptions at Epcot? 
jhill -> That's an interesting question. I have to admit that -- when I visit the parks these days -- I find myself working more than playing. Always on the lookout for new story ideas. That's why -- when I can -- I always like to travel with Jeff Lange, who's one 
foxer76 -> rdon the interruption everyone, but those units are so cool! 
eatmon74 -> Yes they are 
jhill -> of my older friends on the planet. Jeff -- no matter how crowded the park is, how big the crowds are, how hot the day is -- can always find a way to have fun. Which -- after all -- is the reason that everyone else on the planet goes to a Disney theme park. 
jhill -> To have fun 
eatmon74 -> NIce 
JTToad -> here here! 
jhill -> Bunsen & Beaker. To be honest, those living characters never really got the strong response from theme park guests that the Imagineers had been hoping for 
foxer76 -> Aww thats too bad! 
jhill -> But -- to be honest -- that had less to do with the amazing technology and more to do with the fact that few Epcot visitors knew who Bunsen & Beaker actually were 
daguru -> yeah, I thought they were awesome 
Mike A -> thats what my nephew said - who are they?? 
jhill -> Which -- again -- gives you some idea of the problem that Disney is facing with the Muppets. Reintroducing these characters to the public 
jhill -> Don't get me wrong. I'm a big Bunsen & Beaker fan myself. And the Muppet Mobile Labs is amazing. But people -- when they visit a Disney park -- want to see characters that they know and actually care about 
foxer76 -> Very very true 
jhill -> And to the vaste majority of theme park goers these days, Bunsen & Beaker were these vaguely familiar characters. Though -- according to Disney's own surveys -- most guests couldn't actually identify which show that B & B were affiliated with 
eatmon74 -> that makes me feel old 
daguru -> heh.... 
foxer76 -> Me too! 
daguru -> evening CaptainSad! 
eatmon74 -> So this is a ? we seem to ask all our guests ... Have you had a chance to look at our site and what do you think 
jhill -> And when you spend that much money on this state-of-the-art machinery ... You want some real bang for your buck. Which is why Disney is now looking to use the characters from "WALL *E" to get people excited about its Living Character initiative program for 
jhill -> the parks 
WDWFan -> I wondered why they choose Epcot rather than outside the DHS Muppet movie... 
CaptainSad -> Hi All !!! 
WDWFan -> go figure... Hi Captain. 
JTToad -> howdy Cap & Kray 
Mike A -> heck of a crowd !! 
theEpiphany -> hey Captain... 
jhill -> They were worried about how the vehicle would do on the cobblestone streets outside of the Muppetvision Theater. Epcot -- on the other hand -- has wide open flat walkways 
theEpiphany -> man I'm sooo out of the loopthese days 
WDWFan -> makes sense 
foxer76 -> Heck of a Guest! 
foxer76 -> What an honor! 
jhill -> As for Utilidors ... I like what I've seen so far. The site has very clean design. It's easy to get around and seems to have lots of great content and a very active community. So it appears that you guys are doing a heck of a job 
DaveyPoo -> Thank! 
jahosifatz -> It's our little slice of Disney heaven 
ltldeb -> Thank you Jim! 
DaveyPoo -> Thanks! (stupid keyboard) 
CaptainSad -> I come on to listen to some music and to donate again. I must have done something wrong. I am Anonymous this time. Oh well... 
jhill -> My pleasure. I am going to have to wrap things up in 15 minutes or so, though. I've still got to button up tomorrow's article for JHM 
jhill -> Sorry about that. This has been fun 
ltldeb -> CaptainSad, I can change that. No worries! 
eatmon74 -> Well is there anything you would like to share with us? 
CaptainSad -> Thanks.... 
eatmon74 -> before you leave? 
jhill -> Thinking ... Give me a minute 
foxer76 -> Thanx so much Mr Hill! I must be on my way.. What a pleasure ity is to have you as a guest tonight! I must go, as I must be at Coronado at 6:30am for another day! Thanx again, and I hope you return soon! 
CaptainSad -> I'm just wondering. What are favorite times of year to go to WDW? 
jhill -> I'm kind of fond of October. I like being at the resort for the anniversary celebrations / press events, etc. 
eatmon74 -> Please let me tahnk you Jim for coming to the chat 
foxer76 -> It's been a real pleasure!.. I look forward to next time! 
eatmon74 -> thank 
jahosifatz -> Thanks Jason. and thank you Jim. 
jhill -> But let's face it ... Whenever you can get down to the parks, no matter what time of year it is, it's always a good time 
Mike A -> thank you Jim 
WDWFan -> Family and fun, what more is there. 
WDWFan -> Thanks Jim 
jhill -> You're welcome. Thanks for inviting me to come by and chat 
JTToad -> agreed, anytime is a good time 
theEpiphany -> Hope you'll return sometime... 
JTToad -> and Thanks for coming! 
DaveyPoo -> Thank you Jim. It's pretty obvious that you and your site are quite popular. 
daguru -> Jim, thank you for joining us this evening...! 
Mike A -> Thanks to whoever was able to set this up with Mr. Hill 
DaveyPoo -> It was an honor and pleasure to have you here 
Ellory -> Jim, Thank You so very much 
eatmon74 -> we hope you will come back 
theEpiphany -> Maybe do a week in review show? [image: image8.png]



jhill -> We still have a couple of minutes here. Any last questions before I have to blast? 
theEpiphany -> kidding! 
theEpiphany -> hold on I'll put more hours in the day... 
jahosifatz -> Are they going to rebuild Horizons? 
jahosifatz -> HAHAH 
Mike A -> favorite - Dole Whip, or Churro 
daguru -> oh here we go.... 
daguru -> [image: image9.png]



Mike A -> lol 
jahosifatz -> Hey man, if we can dream it... 
WDWFan -> here is one... What would YOY like to see Disney do? 
WDWFan -> make that You 
jhill -> I'm actually trying to diet these days. That "People are dying from blogging" article in the NY Times kind of shook me this past weekend. So I have to take a pass on the Churro & the Whip for a while 
CaptainSad -> Rebuild all the old attractions.... 
JTToad -> thoughts on the LA Times editoral? 
Ellory -> The new park....WDW's Land of Retired Attractions 
theEpiphany -> Getting bombarded much Jim? [image: image10.png]
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WDWFan -> (this is why we funnel all our questions through Eatmon....) 
theEpiphany -> yeah truly... 
jhill -> To be honest, I'm pretty happy with the direction the company is taking these days. Iger is loosen up the reins a bit, allowing his creative staff to actually be creative. And when you see how dominant Disney is in the tween market these days ... This is a 
CaptainSad -> Ellory, that is a great idea... 
jhill -> company that's really on the move these days, making some ballsy choices 
DaveyPoo -> like buying back the Disney Stores 
CaptainSad -> I don't like the idea they are go to build and sell private homes for the rich.. 
jhill -> The Times editorial ? Criticizing DCA these days is kind of like taking a toddler's lunch money? Where the challenge? It's an all-too-easy target. Meanwhile, people keep missing the things that actually work at that park 
Mike A -> lol 
JTToad -> agreed, thought it was a cheap shot, and about 7yrs too late 
wokcreative -> agreed. there is plenty of good there 
Ellory -> I'll be visiting DCA for the first time this June, what is a "must-do? there? 
wokcreative -> soarin 
wokcreative -> screamin 
jahosifatz -> Cali Scream Machine 
wokcreative -> listening to the area music (in person) 
jahosifatz -> Napa Rose for sure 
jhill -> Houses on property? We live in a skybox world, Captain Sad. Look at the private cabanas at Aquitica. Or Disney's decision to build Night Kingdom. These days, to make money, you have to go after the people who have money 
DaveyPoo -> Himlich's Chew-Chew Train! 
Ellory -> ok, kids... 
ltldeb -> just being there 
Ellory -> that was directed to Jim 
Ellory -> [image: image12.png]



CaptainSad -> Walt must turning in his grave.. 
jahosifatz -> Well goodnight all. I'll see you on the blogs. Jim, always a pleasure. 
jahosifatz -> KUNGALOOSH! 
daguru -> KUNGALOOSH! 
eatmon74 -> Hoopla 
jhill -> The lobby of the Animation Building with all those huge screens filled with great coordinated footage .. You have to spend a half hour or so in there 
DaveyPoo -> HOOPLA 
mrsguru -> hoopla! 
daguru -> hoopla 
Mike A -> that is a buitiful attraction!! 
eatmon74 -> I agree 
jhill -> And a hoopla right back at you guys. Thanks again for inviting me in for a chat. I hope that we can do this again sometime 
jhill -> Goodnight now 
Mike A -> how about next week again JIm [image: image13.png]



JTToad -> goodnight! 
Ellory -> nite Jim, Thanks 
WDWFan -> Thanks! 
wokcreative -> thanks, jim 
daguru -> Thank you for joining us! 
eatmon74 -> Nite and Thanks 
WDWFan -> a wonderful Chat folks. Thanks for a great hosting job Eatmon. 
Mike A -> gnite Mr. Hill, thank you SO much 
DaveyPoo -> Thanks Jim. It was a real pleasure 
mrsguru -> thanks 
Ellory -> say goodnight ltldeb 
JTToad -> Ellory - the animation building was really great 
DaveyPoo -> And thanks to the UAB Staff for making this so successful 
daguru -> sorry deb, your too late... [image: image14.png]



Mike A -> WB Deb 
jhill -> It was my pleasure. See you guys around the Web, okay? 
JTToad -> goodnight ltldeb 
JTToad -> oh, not me 
ltldeb -> good night Jim!
