Utilidors Audio Broadcasting Presents a Night with David Koenig on December 17, 2007

Hi everyone! Here is the transcript from our chat with David Koenig. If you did not make the chat or if you want to relive the event, here you go: 
eatmon74 -> Hi David 
daguru -> good evening... 
Ellory -> Good evening David 
DavidKoenig -> Hi, Jason! ... and friends! 
kmiller15211 -> Welcome Foolish Koenig 
kmiller15211 -> 
DavidKoenig -> Ut, oh. I've got a bad feeling about this. 
kmiller15211 -> Big fan of your 3 books. 
kmiller15211 -> JK 
DavidKoenig -> Thanks! Huge fan of your four posts. 
Ellory -> heh 
daguru -> ha 
daguru -> so David, have you had a chance to look around the site yet? 
Ellory -> From the entire staff and membership of UAB, let me say Thank you, from all of us, for spending time with us, in this chat 
DavidKoenig -> Just a bit. Is this an airport? 
eatmon74 -> Kind of the theme 
Ellory -> without the security lines 
DavidKoenig -> That's good, because I'm packing nail clippers. 
Ellory -> danger-seeker!! 
kmiller15211 -> What do you do when you're not writing Disney books? 
DavidKoenig -> By day, I'm a mild-mannered reporter for two business trade publications. 
DisneyInterest -> Greetings ALL 
eatmon74 -> Hello 
kmiller15211 -> When you're not jet setting to WDW to get the scoop on the park... Hello DI 
daguru -> Evening Interest... 
kmiller15211 -> How many times do you estimate you've been to the parks, or have you lost count? 
DavidKoenig -> To Disneyland, 100s. 
kmiller15211 -> You are a big fan of the parks, correct? This is more of a love thing than anything, right? 
DavidKoenig -> To WDW, one to three trips a year, every year, since 1994. 
kmiller15211 -> Wow, you have me beat 
DavidKoenig -> Actually, I'm a writer by trade, but the topics I'm assigned for the magazines are not always my favorite subjects, so I began "moonlighting" by writing about a subject that did fascinate me: Disneyland. 
DavidKoenig -> Later books expanded to Disney animation and now WDW. I'm not sure what's next, but all I can say is: Look out, Hannah Montana! 
Ellory -> heh 
eatmon74 -> what other books about Disney do you recommend 
daguru -> haha... 
DavidKoenig -> Other great books: 
DavidKoenig -> For Disneyland, the Nickel Tour. 
DavidKoenig -> I enjoy anything by Jason Surrell and Bruce Gordon, but it doesn't get any better than Nickel Tour. 
DavidKoenig -> For Disney history, Storming the Magic Kingdom. 
kmiller15211 -> Wow, that book is almost $300 
eatmon74 -> thanks does anyone have a follow up to that ? 
DavidKoenig -> If so, it needs to be retitled. 
DavidKoenig -> Or at least reprinted! 
Ellory -> and not in gold leaf this time. 
kmiller15211 -> Is it story + pics? 
daguru -> heh.... 
DavidKoenig -> Nickel Tour is a fun Disneyland history primarily illustrated by reprinting most every post card from 1955 to 1994. A fairly easy read for a 4 lb. book! 
daguru -> wow... 
Ellory -> easy read...but not an easy carry...that's big 
Ellory -> I'm going to need a larger coffee table 
kmiller15211 -> Worth its weight in filet mignon. 
kmiller15211 -> I enjoy the Surrell books, but I really like the non-Disney sponsored ones. 
Ellory -> of all the books you've written..which is your favorite? 
DavidKoenig -> I like all of my books for different reasons. 
DavidKoenig -> I think Mouse Tales is the most sheer fun. 
DavidKoenig -> I think the newest, Realityland, is the best overall book. 
DavidKoenig -> Mouse Under Glass was the most fun to do, because of the heroes I got to meet. 
Ellory -> I'll bet that was amazing 
DavidKoenig -> And More Mouse Tales was the most sinister, so it got me the most publicity! 
C33 -> The most sinister! 
C33 -> I guess I could see that. 
kmiller15211 -> I had an interesting experience with your section on the Jungle Cruise. I heard this skipper recording that was absolutely hilarious at: http://www.disneylandian.com/exploredisneyland/adventureland/junglecruise/the_jungle_cruise.html 
kmiller15211 -> Do you foresee the current management restoring any of the pre-Eisner decisions for money over show (themed shopping throughout the park, no Disney characters in Epcot, etc.). Sorry, WDWFan, I probably should’ve read your post before writing these J 
DavidKoenig -> As for new management, I already see them doing some quality things that Eisner's team had fled from, but no I don't think they'll ever kick Mickey out of Epcot. 
kmiller15211 -> So, after reading your book, I heard you mention Chad Gordon. I did an internet search about him, found him, asked him if that was a recording of him, and he said yes, that it brought back a lot of memories. 
C33 -> Chad, oh I remember him... 
DavidKoenig -> I'll give that spiel a listen. Chad was a great skipper--and the ringleader in the big Jungle Revolt. 
kmiller15211 -> I'd pay admission just to hear that spiel live. 
eatmon74 -> WDWfan asked: What does he feel is the most rewarding thing about his association with Disneyland and all of the trappings that go with it 
DavidKoenig -> Most rewarding thing? 
DavidKoenig -> By far the chance to meet people who share this odd interest. From people I've heard of, legends of WED and animation, etc., and regular folks like me. 
kmiller15211 -> I'm sure everyone hear shares this 'odd' interest right along with you 
DavidKoenig -> People who are "addicted" to Disney are usually a fun, good-hearted bunch. Think of all the other things they could be addicted to instead. 
C33 -> I've long wished for a comprehensive history of Disneyland, going through all of the major management changes, chronicling the different changes that were made and why. 
C33 -> Based on your experience, do you think such a project is feasible? 
C33 -> And would you read it! 
DavidKoenig -> I know of a few people who are attempting to do their own Disneyland histories. 
kmiller15211 -> When that happens, can you post in the forums and let us know where we can get it? I'd love to read that. 
DavidKoenig -> Hopefully they'll make the light of day, but you never know if they're "comprehensive" enough for everyone. 
C33 -> Well I think with 50+ years of history a few things may need to be omitted... 
DavidKoenig -> Light Magic? 
eatmon74 -> we can play that music if you'd like 
DavidKoenig -> Oh, you mean omitted from the book... I thought you meant omitted from our memories 
C33 -> Well that probably SHOULD be documented, just to make sure they learn their lesson 
kmiller15211 -> Innoventions in DL? 
C33 -> Rocket rods... 
DavidKoenig -> Hmmm... recurring theme, late '90s. 
eatmon74 -> DisneyIntrest had this ? 
eatmon74 -> Do you know how much land is available for development?? Not including the land they cannot touch as a nature preserve?? 
kmiller15211 -> That would be WDW only, right? 
DisneyInterest -> yes 
DavidKoenig -> No, I don't know how much. But I'm sure there's enough room for at least one more major theme park. 
eatmon74 -> Ok my turn 
DavidKoenig -> It's just that going from 3 parks to 4, Animal Kingdom failed to increase attendance by enough, so that it'll be a while before they can justify going from 4 to 5. 
eatmon74 -> What do you see as a third gate in Anaheim? 
DavidKoenig -> In my dreams or in my nightmares? 
eatmon74 -> Both 
DisneyInterest -> LOL 
daguru -> a nightmare park...? 
daguru -> cool... I love NBC! 
daguru -> ok, sorry.... 
DavidKoenig -> In my nightmares, a pirate-themed water park with an adjacent half-hotel/half-DVC. 
kmiller15211 -> They have room for that? Build it on top of Downtown Disney. 
eatmon74 -> They own land you don't know about 
eatmon74 -> a huge parking lot for employees 
DavidKoenig -> In my dreams, a mini-Disney Seas, with hotels and DVCs, etc. built on new land they can acquire around "the strawberry field" property. 
DavidKoenig -> Which they build probably depends on how DCA's billion-dollar makeover goes. 
C33 -> What do you think is the thing Disney did the most right in DCA? Generally speaking, not necessarily any specific ride. 
DavidKoenig -> 1. Soarin'. 
DavidKoenig -> 2. Built it on the old parking lot (which I miss, but is a killer location for a theme park). 
kmiller15211 -> Cali Screamin'? 
DavidKoenig -> 3. Grand Californian and Downtown Disney. 
DavidKoenig -> My Things They Did Most Wrong list would be A LOT longer. 
eatmon74 -> wdwfan asks this: 
eatmon74 -> I'm sure you hear many Disney Rumors. Is there any particular rumor that you would like to see buried for the last time? 
DavidKoenig -> Screamin' is a great coaster, but it's so big and "unsubtle" that I think it scares potential guests away. 
DavidKoenig -> Oh, gosh, no. The Disney rumors are fun to hash about.. 
kmiller15211 -> Indy in WDW? 
DavidKoenig -> I just wish people would realize that Walt's frozen head is not buried in the Matterhorn. 
DisneyInterest -> lol 
DavidKoenig -> It's in the mini-fridge in the apartment over the Fire Station. 
daguru -> I thought it was underneath the hoop? 
WDWFan -> Ok... that is one I had not heard of yet! 
kmiller15211 -> On Eisner's mantle. 
WDWFan -> if they get $6 for a candy bar what do they charge for the frozen head! 
DavidKoenig -> Indy's in WDW. They just put it in Animal Kingdom, left out most of the expensive props, and turned out the lights so nobody would notice. 
DavidKoenig -> It depends if you want it in a waffle cone. 
kmiller15211 -> Sigh... nooooo... 
kmiller15211 -> Dinosaur is awful compared to Indy. 
kmiller15211 -> Amazing what theming can do for what is essentially the same ride. 
C33 -> Hey David, you recently appeared at an NFFC chapter meeting in Sherman Oaks. I live in Sherman Oaks, but I had a previous engagement and couldn't come. Will you be appearing in the LA area again anytime soon? 
daguru -> There is a lot of discussions about "too much" pixar in the parks... what is your take on this influx? 
WDWFan -> I know they state they don't want to do Indy so folks won't see they’re the same ride, but I honestly don't think anyone would care 
DavidKoenig -> I don't have anything planned for the near future, but I will return one day. 
kmiller15211 -> Said the same thing about Pirates... 
kmiller15211 -> A long time ago. 
DavidKoenig -> I think WDWFan means people will complain Indy and Dinosaur are the same. They won't. 
DavidKoenig -> The only one who'll complain are the Accountant-eers. 
daguru -> yeah, I don't think most guests would notice the similarities... 
eatmon74 -> DisneyIntrest asks: I had heard Doug Parrish left Disney as the CTO and is now working with Oz Central, Could you confirm this or do you not know? 
WDWFan -> exactly what I meant... 
daguru -> unless you knew ahead of time... 
kmiller15211 -> No one cares about Pirates and Small World 
kmiller15211 -> But they're a bit different, I guess. 
DavidKoenig -> I don't know about Doug Parrish. 
WDWFan -> and I agree they won't complain 
kmiller15211 -> Can you give any opinions as to the qualities of the non-US Disney parks? I’ve heard rave reviews about Disneyland Paris and how they redid the classics to put a new spin on them. 
DavidKoenig -> I wish there were a way to rip out the mechanics of Dino, move it to MGM as the base for Indy, and then build something even better in the Dino building.should save a few million... 
kmiller15211 -> Pirates, HM are so different. 
DavidKoenig -> I'm familiar with the overseas parks, but I've never been. The main difference is that in Japan, another company is paying the bills. 
DavidKoenig -> And Disneyland Paris was built at a time Eisner was trying to create perfection. 
DavidKoenig -> It was to be "his Epcot." 
kmiller15211 -> Before he lost his way? 
DavidKoenig -> Sort of. It all could have worked perfectly, if he just hadn't built so many darn hotels. 
C33 -> he did love his hotels 
kmiller15211 -> And the studios park? 
DavidKoenig -> Oh, there's a second park in Paris? 
DavidKoenig -> I thought that was a vacant industrial park. 
daguru -> heh... 
eatmon74 -> WDWfan asks: Do you think the US Imagineers could ever pull off a Disney Seas in the States? 
kmiller15211 -> Not sure if you read Imagineering or not, but you should love this then: http://imagineerebirth.blogspot.com/2007/04/thinking-inside-box.html 
DavidKoenig -> Creatively, they could. 
WDWFan -> physically? 
DavidKoenig -> But where would they get the land and the money? 
eatmon74 -> Does Disney still own the Long beach area? 
DavidKoenig -> I don't think Disney ever owned the Long Beach property. 
DavidKoenig -> It owned the rights to the Queen Mary and Spruce Goose. 
DavidKoenig -> Got out of those deals as soon as it had played the City of Long Beach to get what they wanted out of Anaheim. 
DavidKoenig -> I've only got a few more minutes, if anyone has any other questions or comments. 
daguru -> there is alot of discussions about the "creative" differences between DL mgmt and WDW mgmt.... are there really differences or is this just fan based talk 
DavidKoenig -> It depends who in management you're talking about. 
DavidKoenig -> There are several people who "get it" on both coasts. 
kmiller15211 -> In Realityland, you had a ton of interesting little anecdotes about Nunis and Walker. In your travels, have you heard anything interesting about Eisner/Ovitz? 
daguru -> Mainly the ones who directly manage the two resorts, project approvals, maintenance approval, etc.... 
DavidKoenig -> It just sometimes easier to sell a project at the smaller resort, because it's easier to justify that changes make a difference. 
DavidKoenig -> Ovitz, no. 
DavidKoenig -> Eisner, plenty, but all the fun stories were from front-line CM's, a few of which I alluded to in the book. 
kmiller15211 -> In my dealings with the Disney employees behind the scenes (upper manager at the Disney Institute, the engineers like me), I found very dour personalities, very different than what you see at the parks. Did you see much of this? 
DavidKoenig -> The dozens of executives I spoke with spoke highly of him, but (unlike the CM's) rarely gave concrete examples, save those that have been published in Official Disney Literature over the years. 
DavidKoenig -> For Realityland, I was concentrating on the pre-1984 period, when Disney was a very different company than everyone else. Most of the execs I spoke with from that time were anything but dour. 
DavidKoenig -> They glowed from pixie dust. 
DavidKoenig -> Thanks so much to you all for speaking with me. 
DisneyInterest -> Thank you 
kmiller15211 -> NP... Would love to chat again 
eatmon74 -> Thank you for coming 
C33 -> thank you! 
daguru -> David, thank you for coming by.... 
daguru -> we must do this again in the near future.... 
eatmon74 -> We will be discussing David's Book Mousetales in January 
DavidKoenig -> My pleasure. Have your guru set us up another time in 2008. 
kmiller15211 -> Any chance you'd get a blog David? 
kmiller15211 -> Sounds tailor made for you 
DavidKoenig -> Maybe one day. Nothing now. It's hard enough to find the time to write one article a week for MousePlanet. 
DavidKoenig -> Oops. I mean a month. 
[Disconnect] DavidKoenig
